THE AVI CHAI FELLOWSHIP

AVI CHAI’s mission and The AVI CHAI Fellowship: The AVI CHAI Fellowship aims to identify and support outstanding individuals who are engaged in activities that promote the Foundation’s goals in North America and who will be identified as creative partners in its work. 
AVI CHAI’s mission is:

· To encourage those of the Jewish faith towards greater commitment to Jewish observance and lifestyle by increasing their understanding, appreciation and practice of Jewish traditions, customs and laws; and

· To encourage mutual understanding and sensitivity among Jews of different religious backgrounds and commitments to observance.

We promote this mission in North America through what we have termed LRP:

1. Fostering high levels of Jewish Literacy 

2. Deepening Religious Purposefulness
 

3. Promoting Jewish Peoplehood and deeper connections with Israel

We believe Jewish commitment – our key mission in North America – depends on these elements, because Judaism derives from a core set of texts and lives in ongoing dialogue with those texts (literacy); because Judaism is lived and experienced in daily practice and interactions guided by those texts (religious purposefulness); and because in the 21st century Jews throughout the world should feel connected as one people with responsibility for one another and for the national homeland in the modern State of Israel.  

The AVI CHAI’s Fellowship – an Investment in Individuals: AVI CHAI works toward LRP via (1) programs in the day school and camping fields, (2) strengthening key institutions in these fields, and (3) engaging partners and successors.  By “engaging partners and successors,” we mean identifying and cultivating philanthropists, thought leaders and practitioners who advance our core goals, within and beyond the fields of our programmatic activities.  Among these are people already engaged in supporting and promoting ideas and institutions.  But there are also people who are concerned about AVI CHAI’s goals and who imagine their contributions in ways not yet considered by existing institutions.  These are people with vision, creativity, courage, savvy and stamina to try new things, to think outside the conventional boxes or inside them in new ways, and to see opportunities where others see obstacles.  The AVI CHAI Fellowship is intended to be a vehicle for investing in these people and the ideas they seek to launch or expand.
ABOUT AVI CHAI

The AVI CHAI Foundation, endowed by Zalman C. Bernstein, z”l,  is a private foundation operating in Israel, North America and the former Soviet Union that is committed to the perpetuation of the Jewish people, Judaism and the centrality of the State of Israel to the Jewish people.

In North America, AVI CHAI seeks to achieve its mission by fostering high levels of Jewish literacy, deepening religious purposefulness, and promoting Jewish peoplehood and deeper connections to the State of Israel. 

We believe that Jewish commitment depends on these elements, because Judaism derives from a core set of texts and lives in ongoing dialogue with those texts (literacy); because Judaism is lived and experienced in daily practice and interactions with family, neighbors and strangers guided by those texts (religious purposefulness); and because in the 21st century, Jews throughout the world should feel connected to other Jews and to the modern State of Israel.  

As a “value investor,” AVI CHAI has decided to work with day schools and summer camps—to contribute to the content of their Jewish learning, the nature of their Jewish experiences, and the competence, character and outlook of the Jewish adults who guide the Jewish journeys.  

   

We also recognize that our success requires that key institutions in our fields be viable and sustainable, and we are working to develop new ways to ensure their strength.  And, we appreciate that the long-term impact of our work depends on our persuading Jewish educators, thought leaders and philanthropists to collaborate with us along the way and to champion our mission after AVI CHAI winds down in 2020.  

*                                   *                                   *

AVI CHAI means “My father lives.”  That is what we want for our children—to know that our culture, our values and the richness of our traditions will live on in our children and in their future generations, just as the profound meaning and inspiration of our forbearers’ lives continue to live on through us today.

� Religious Purposefulness is a term coined by Marvin Schick in his book-length manuscript, Outreach and Jewish Education: “[Schools] must be determined to contribute to Jewish continuity by promoting a distinctive Jewish message that aims to bring about some religious transformation.”  





